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moment forget him, she sent an ample supply of money
and the request that he would send to her for anything he
might want. Rashleigh, having asked the man to convey
his sincere thanks to his lady., said that he would be glad if
she would send him some nitrous ether from the chemist's,
with some other chemicals. These were sent to him without
delay, and he set about trying to remove the black stain
from his body.
The lotion with which he anointed himself was so strong
that it caused the skin literally to peel off., and in the morning
after the night of its application his convict companions
were astounded to see him with the black outer skin hanging
about him in strips; and they immediately dubbed him 'the
piebald man.' It was a very painful process, but he was
content to put up with the discomfort for the week which
passed before it was completed, in return for the satisfaction
of being able to appear in his natural colour once more. He
found, on looking at himself in a mirror, that he looked
quite youthful again, the effect of the black stain having
been to age him by twenty years.
During the ten days which he spent at the barracks Mrs,
Marby and her sister sent him daily messages of encourage-
ment, and on the tenth day he saw Colonel Woodville ride
into the grounds of the barracks. Almost immediately Rash-
leigh's name was called, and he was shown into the super-
intendent's office. The officer stared at him as he entered,
and asked him who he was.
* Ralph Rashleigh, sir/ he answered.
Hearing his voice, the Colonel burst into laughter, saying:
4 Good Lord, it is you! Somehow I expected to see you still
black. I can hardly believe, even now, that you are the same
man who saved my daughters/
* You may thank Colonel Woodville all the days of your
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